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I sat in my home-office chair the other day and started to think about the amount of time I have spent on a 

sailboat in my life of over six decades. As a child, growing up on one of the pristine Northern Wisconsin lakes 

at the family cabin, I could be found more often than not exploring far reaches of the lake in our twelve-foot 

{Ŝŀ 5ŜǾƛƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ му-foot power boat. As I grew older, that small boat grew into my first 23-

foot sloop which has evolved into my current 27-foot monohull.  Interspersed with local sailing, I have 

chartered vessels from 30 feet long to over fifty feet. So, what has sailing contributed to my life and why the 

attraction? 

Sailing is about the experience, not about the destination, best illustrated by the following short parable. A 

powerboater motoring along stopped his vessel next to a sailboat, 

leaned over the gunwale and hailed the sailor at the helm of the 

ǎŀƛƭōƻŀǘΦ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ȅŀ ƎƻƛƴΩΚέ ƘŜ ȅŜlled over the rumble of his engine. 

ά!ƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΗέ ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƭƻǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŀƛƭōƻŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 

ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

in the moment and becoming one with the vessel, prevailing winds, 

tides, and currents while respecting the local underwater geography. 

Sailing is about leavinƎ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ōǳǎǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ǎƘŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŀƛƭōƻŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ [ŀǎǘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

.ŀƘŀƳŀΩǎ {Ŝŀ ƻŦ Abaco for a week of sailing on a 44-Ŧƻƻǘ ŎŀǘŀƳŀǊŀƴΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŎƭƻǎŜd prior to 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻŦŦ Χ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

aircraft on my Twin Cities return flight opened. Our crew had no set itinerary, appointments or commitments 

to drive us, just a general plan of what would be of interest. Each morning we would discuss the day and make 
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a loose plan as we sipped our morning coffee under the unfolding beauty of the rising sun. I am so amazed at 

how relaxed one can get when you live in the here-and-now of small island communities without interference 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ άLǎƭŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳŜέΦ   

Sailing is about the myriad of unique adventures, each one 

like an ever-evolving oil painting on a new canvas. Portraits 

sometimes splashed with brilliant, bold colors, other times 

subdued with soft pastels.  I have experienced the sky-blue 

waters of local lakes, the grey beauty and solitude of the 

Apostle Islands, the emerald greens and turquoise blues of 

the Caribbean and French Polynesia. I have dodged traffic in 

the busy waterways of Long Island Sound, the Chesapeake 

Bay, and San Francisco Bay. I have rubbed shoulders with the 

beautiful, laid-ōŀŎƪ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ aƻΩƻǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ-

working fishermen of Long Island Sound and learned to 

ǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƻƴǎƭŀǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ άōƻŀǘ ōƻȅǎέ 

trying to eke out a living in the West Indies. Each experience paints a unique picture that I cherish and relive 

over and over through memories and photographs. 

.ǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ about the people with whom I sail. Very few experiences in life require a team who 

ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

acquired expertise in the endeavor.  My sailor friends and I may not 

always see eye-to-eye, but have never failed to come to a mutual 

agreement when on the water. Many of my sailing acquaintances 

have evolved into friendships which in turn, have evolved into 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŀǾŜ-boat-will-

travŜƭέ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-dozen or so sailors with 

whom I consistently explore the world. My relationship has grown to 

a level such that even though we are not related by blood, I do not 

ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘionship unique 

to sailing and I am blessed to have found it. 

That my friends, is the most powerful attraction to sailing. 

Fair Winds, 

Scott 

ά.ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΣ Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ nothing - absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as simply 

messing aboǳǘ ƛƴ ōƻŀǘǎΦέ  φ Kenneth Grahame,  The Wind in the Willows 

 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1061285
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1061285
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NLSC Trip Night March 19, 2019 

What a night! Over 90 members viewed trip opportunities from 10 NLSC trip planners. A large Thank You to 

all the sailors who attended our annual trip night event.                          

Take a look at the trip flyers in this newsletter, and as always, if you donôt see a trip where you want to go, 

contact me or any board member and weôll help you plan the trip of your dreams.   

Going forward, my goal is to be a resource on upcoming trips, to have information on trips in the pipeline, and 

to help plan new trips. Also, Iôm looking for suggestions and help to plan more day sails on Minnesota lakes. If 

you have ideas, please contact me.                                                         

If you have any interest in an upcoming trip, please contact the trip organizer and let them know you may be 

interested. This helps us to know the level of interest in a particular trip and can help in the planning process.  

                                                                                                                                                         

Some trips fill quickly. If youôre interested, contact the organizer. On most trips, your spot is not secured until 

the deposit check is received. Our weekend sailing events in Duluth with the Duluth Superior Sailing 

Association in June, July, and August are really filling fast. I highly recommend you make your lodging 

arrangements for Duluth now.        

As part of the Trip Night event, several prizes were given out. The lucky winners were: 

¶ Ed Pishko - $50 gift certificate toward a NLSC Sponsored trip (from NLSC)     

¶ Lora Lee Lutz- Keeping the Tradition Alive book (from Maine Windjammer Cruises)  

and Day Sail with Lisa Anderson 

¶ Amy Freiberg ï Windjammer cruise (from Maine Windjammer Cruises) 

¶ Kristen Mathiesen ï 2-hours of sailing instruction on Lake Minnetonka (from Capt. Joan Gilmore)   

 

   
 

Additionally, Bareboat Sailing Charters donated NE Sailing Charts/navigation guides to NLSC.  

Thanks to everyone who donated prizes and to all who participated in the drawings for the prizes.  Now itôs 

time to sign up for all the great trips that were presented.         

 

 

NLSC Trip Night Recap 
by Jerry Sicard, Acting Trip Chair  
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It was a very fun evening! 

    
 

    
 

     

 

 

    

 

                                   Welcome New Members! 
 

 

Kari Engebretson  
Eugene Fodor 
Gareth John 
Joel Jordet 

 

Ann Little 
Ronald Miller 
Heidi Myers 

Elisha Schlipp 
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Update on Board Elections by Dixie Imholte, Vice Commodore 

Hello fellow members!  I want to give you an update on how the Board Elections are shaping up so weôre all 

ready to vote in April.  Hereôs where we stand: 

 

Position Current Runner Note 

Commodore Dixie Imholte I have not received any other names 

Vice Commodore Tom Mathison  

Purser Al Kracke  

Education Joan Gilmore  

Meetings and Programs Bob Herskovitz Claire White and Betty Lamb have 
agreed to help Bob as a form of a 
committee so we can share the work 
around! 

Fellowship and Special Events Kim Wright  

Membership Lisa Anderson  

Promotions and Marketing Deb Woolfrey  

Information and Technology Amy Freiberg We are still talking about what this 
position should be about other than 
fix the website. 

Trips Gerald Sicard  

Member at Large Dorothy Zimmermann (Affectionately known as Old Salt) 

 

(Bearings Editor is not a Board position but always open for anyone to take over!)  

If any of these positions sound intriguing, there is still time to get your name on the ballot. Please email me so 

we can discuss general duties, time commitment, etc:  dixieimholte@gmail.com   

 

 

NLSC Board Elections!! 

 

mailto:dixieimholte@gmail.com
mailto:dixieimholte@gmail.com
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Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Chester Bird American Legion 

200 LN. Lilac Drive 

Golden Valley, MN 

 

Following the election of the new NLSC Board of Directors, local 

historian, Scott McGinnis, will be on hand to give us the history of the 

Lake Minnetonkaôs early vessels. 

 

Scott McGinnis shares a love of Lake Minnetonka and its vessels, as 

many area residents do. However, as a professional historian, he found 

a gap in historical informationðnamely in watercraft from the lakeôs 

early days, he says, something he aims to remedy in his latest book, A 

Directory of Old Boats, Lake Minnetonkaôs Historic Steamboats 

Sailboats and Launches. 

 

Out of the approximately 650 boats featured in the book, only four are still in existence. They 

are the Onawa, the Minnehaha, the Volante, and Harriet. The Minnehaha is a 1906 steamboat 

that is currently docked in Excelsior. The Volante, an 1887 sailboat, and the 1909 gasoline 

launch Harriet are both privately owned. 

 

The presentation will include an overview of the history of boating on Lake Minnetonka. Scott 

will share countless interesting facts including when each boat was built, what it was named, 

who owned it and its fate. 

 

Guests are always welcome. Come early for dinner and socializing.  

 

NLSC April Meeting & Program 
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